






What is the Common European 
Framework of Reference for language? 

   
 The Common European Framework of Reference for 
Language was created by the Council of Europe as the 
main part of the project "Language Learning for European 
Citizenship" between 1989 and 1996.  
  
 Its main aim is to provide a method of learning, teaching 
and assessing which applies to all languages in Europe.  



What can candidates do at Level A2? 

 The Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE) has 
carried out research to determine what language learners 
can typically do at each CEFR level.It has described these 
abilities in a series of Can Do statements using examples 
taken from real-life situations. 

 
 Cambridge ESOL, as one of the founding members of 
ALTE, uses this framework as a way of ensuring its exams 
reflect real-life language skills. 
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Paper 1: Reading and Writing 

•  The Cambridge English: PET Reading paper has different 
types of text and questions. The Reading component contains 
five parts and the Writing contains three parts. 

•  Summary 
•  Time allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes 
•  Number of parts: 8 (5 Reading components & 3 Writing 

components) 
•  Number of questions: 42 
•  Marks: 50% of total 
•  Texts may be from: newspaper and magazine articles, reports, 

fiction, advertisements, letters, messages, informational 
material (e.g. brochures, guides, manuals, etc.) 



Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

•  Part 1 (Multiple choice) 
•  What’s in part 1? Five very short discrete texts: signs, 

messages, postcards, notes, emails, labels, etc. 
•  What is the task focus? Reading real-world notices and other 

short texts for the main message. 
•  How many questions are there? 5 





Part 1 (Multiple choice) 
Tip 

Don’t look for the same word in the options 
and the text. Think of synonyms (words with 
similar meaning), then choose the option that 

is closest in meaning to the text. 





Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

•  Part 2 (Matching) 
•  What’s in part 2? Five items in the form of descriptions of 

people to match to eight short adapted-authentic texts. 
•  What is the task focus? Reading multiple texts for specific 

information and detailed comprehension. 
•  How many questions are there? 5 









Part 2 (Matching) 
Tip 

If you highlight or underline what each person wants, it 
will make it easier to find a match with similar words in 

the text. Remember that the information may not 
appear in the same order in the text. 
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Part 2 (Matching) 
Tip 

Be careful because there will be options that meet 
some of a person’s needs but not all. If it does not 

meet all the needs, it is not the correct answer.  



Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

•  Part 3 (True or false) 
•  What’s in part 3? Ten items with an adapted-authentic long 

text. 
•  What is the task focus? Processing a factual text. Scanning for 

specific information while disregarding redundant information. 
•  How many questions are there? 10 









Part 3 (True or false) 
Tip 

You need to compare a question with the text to decide if 
it is ‘true’ or ‘false’ but you will not find the same words in 

both. 



11  It is essential to book a place before you join a London Walk. 

The information in the text tells us that you only need to see the guide in the 
street, therefore it is not necessary to reserve a place in advance, therefore 
the answer is ‘false’. 



13  You can tour the Houses of Parliament free following the 1000 
years of History walk. 

Although the walk finishes at the Houses of Parliament, the tour (visit) is at a 
good discount, but not free, Therefore, the answer is ‘false’. 



Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

•  Part 4 (Multiple choice) 
•  What’s in part 5? Five items with an adapted-authentic long 

text. 
•  What is the task focus? Reading for detailed comprehension; 

understanding attitude, opinion and writer purpose. Reading 
for gist, inference and global meaning. 

•  How many questions are there? 5 
 





Part 4 (Multiple choice) 
Tip 
 

The first question in Part 4 is about the writer’s purpose in writing the text. To 
help you answer the question you need to decide what the writer is doing. It 
helps if you know the meaning of certain verbs. 



No se puede mostrar la imagen. Puede que su equipo no tenga suficiente memoria para abrir la imagen o que ésta esté dañada. Reinicie el equipo y, a continuación, abra el archivo de nuevo. Si sigue apareciendo la x roja, puede que tenga que borrar la imagen e insertarla de nuevo.



The writer gives information about a person who has finished filming their 
second series, therefore, a television presenter. 

The information the writer gives is in the form of question and answers, 
which is like an interview. The writer also uses reported speech in the final 
paragraph to show that they were asking the questions. 

 

Therefore, the answer is C. 



Part 4 (Multiple choice) 
Tip 
 

A lot of questions in Part 4 focus on opinions and feelings, so you need to read 
the text carefully. If you highlight or underline the parts of the text that indicate 
the writers feelings, it will help you choose the correct answer. 



In the final paragraph, the writer tells us about her feelings when she has 
been away filming. She doesn’t mention the air-conditioning, so we can 
eliminate answer A. She does say that she dreamt about drinks and 
comfortable bed (answers C and D), however, the question asks what she 
missed most.  

Therefore, the answer is B. 



Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

•  Part 5 (Multiple- choice cloze) 
•  What’s in part 5? Ten items, with an adapted-authentic text 

drawn from a variety of sources. The text is of a factual or 
narrative nature. 

•  What is the task focus? Understanding of vocabulary and 
grammar in a short text, and understanding the lexico-
structural patterns in the text. 

•  How many questions are there? 10 





Part 5 (Multiple choice cloze) 
Tip 
 Most of the questions in Part 5 test vocabulary but some also test grammar. 

You need to think carefully about the different points that are being tested. 

Here are some things to keep in mind: 

There may be only one correct grammatical answer. 

The four options may be similar in meaning, but only one is exactly right. 

One of the four options completes a phrasal verb. 

Sometimes the answer depends on the word after the gap. 

One of the four options may complete a fixed phrase such as ‘get dressed’. 

 







Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

•  Writing Part 1 (Sentence transformations) 
•  What’s in part 1? Five items that are theme-related. 

Candidates are given sentences and then asked to complete 
similar sentences using a different structural pattern so that 
the sentence has the same meaning. Candidates must not 
use more than three words. 

•  What is the task focus? Control and understanding of 
Threshold /PET grammatical structures. Rephrasing and 
reformulating information. 

•  How many questions are there? 5 





Part 1 (Sentence transformation) 
Tips 
 

Make sure that the second sentence, once you have filled in the gap, means 
the same as the first sentence. 

 

Do not write more than three words. If you do, you may lose marks. 

 

NB. Contractions count as two words, apart from ‘can’t’ which can be written 
as one word ‘cannot’. 

 

 

 



you live 

far from 

big as 

Explanation: Passive voice to active voice. 

Explanation: quite near = not far from 

Explanation: is smaller than = is not as big as 



Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

•  Writing Part 2 (Short communicative message) 
•  What’s in part 2? Candidates are prompted to write a short 

message in the form of a postcard, note, email etc. The prompt 
takes the form of a rubric or short input text to respond to. 

•  What is the task focus? A short piece of writing of 35-45 words 
focusing on communication of three specific content points. 

•  How many questions are there? 1 





Part 2 (Short communicative message) 
Tip 
 Make sure you know the language for the different things you can be asked to 

write in a Writing Part 2 task. 

Here are some examples of the things you can be asked to write in a Part 2 
task and also some examples of the language you could use. 

Make a suggestion – Why don’t we …….? How about ……….? Let’s ……… 

Give an explanation – I cant because I have to …… 

Make an apology – I’m really sorry but ….. 

Remind somebody – Don’t forget to ….. You must remember to ….. 

Invite somebody – Would you like to …..? 

Make a recommendation – I think it’s a good idea to ….. I think the best thing 
is to ….. 

 

 

 





Part 2 (Short communicative message) 
Tips 
 

It is very important to write about all three of the points that are mentioned in 
the task. You will lose marks if you miss one out and only write about two. 

 

Also, remember that the word limit is 35-45 words. The more you write, the 
more mistakes you are likely to make and you will lose marks for writing a lot 
more than 45 words. 

 

 





Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

•  Writing Part 3 ( A longer piece of continuous writing) 
•  What’s in part 3? Candidates are presented with a choice of 

two questions, an informal letter or a story. Candidates are 
primarily assessed on their ability to use and control a range 
of Threshold-level language. Coherent organisation, spelling 
and punctuation are also assessed. 

•  What is the task focus? Writing about 100 words focusing on 
control and range of language. 

•  How many questions are there? 1 





Part 3 (Extended writing - Story) 
Tip 
 You can make your story more interesting by using descriptive 

language such as adjectives and adverbs. 

A Lucky Escape 
 
When I was young , I saw a lucky escape. I was playing happily in the garden 
with some friends who lived in the same street, when a police car arrived. We 
were a bit scared and didn’t know why the car had come to my house. Maybe 
they were checking something or looking for someone. The policeman got out 
and started speaking to one of my friends. 
While the policeman was asking questions, I suddenly saw a strange person 
going out at the back of my neighbour’s house. My neighbour was on holiday, so 
the house was empty. I had never seen this person before. Suddenly, he 
started to run. I didn’t know what to do, so I shouted loudly to the police, but 
the man could run extremely fast and he got away. That was a lucky escape! 



Paper 2: Listening 

•  What’s in the Listening paper? 
•  The Cambridge English: PET Listening paper has four parts. 

For each part you have to listen to a recorded text or texts and 
answer some questions. You hear each recording twice. 

•  Summary 
•  Time allowed: about 30 minutes (plus 6 minutes at the end to 

copy your answers onto the answer sheet) 
•  Number of parts: 4 
•  Number of questions: 25 
•  Marks: 25% of total 



Paper 2 Listening 

•  Part 1 (Multiple choice [discreet]) 
•  What’s in part 1? Short neutral or informal monologues or 

dialogues. Seven discreet 3-option multiple choice items with 
visuals. 

•  What is the task focus? Listening to identify key information 
from short exchanges. 

•  How many questions are there? 7 



Part 1 (Multiple choice [descrete]) 
Tips 
 

Use the time you have at the beginning to look at the three pictures and think 
about the vocabulary you may hear. 

 

Read the question carefully. It may ask you to make a comparison between 
the three options. For example, you may have to decide what someone liked 
the ‘most’ or ‘the best’. Underline these words and think about the different 
ways of expressing a preference. 

 





Paper 2 Listening 

•  Part 2 (Multiple choice) 
•  What’s in part 2? Longer monologue or interview (with one 

main speaker). 
•  What is the task focus? Listening to identify specific 

information and  detailed meaning. 
•  How many questions are there? 6 



Part 2 (Multiple choice)  
Tip 
 

Sometimes in multiple choice you have to complete half a sentence with one 
of the options. If you change the sentence into a question, it will help make it 
easier for you to find the correct answer. 





Paper 2 Listening 

•  Part 3 (Gap-fill) 
•  What’s in part 3? Longer monologue. Six gaps to fill in. 

Candidates need to write one or more words in each space. 
•  What is the task focus? Listening to identify, understand and 

interpret information. 
•  How many questions are there? 6 



Part 3 (Gap-fill) 
Tips 

•  You need to read the questions carefully and think about the 
kind of information that is missing, for example, is it a noun? Is 
it a number? This will help you decide what you need to listen 
for. 

•  There are usually one or more questions about times, dates 
and prices in a Part 3 Listening task. You will hear different 
numbers that could fit in the gaps, but only one of them is 
correct. Listen carefully to the language around the numbers 
to decide on the correct answer. 





Paper 2 Listening 

•  Part 4 (True/false) 
•  What’s in part 4? Longer informal dialogue. Candidates need 

to decide whether six statements are correct or incorrect. 
•  What is the task focus? Listening for detailed meaning, and to 

identify the attitudes and opinions of the speakers. 
•  How many questions are there? 6 



Part 4 (True/false) 
Tip 

•  Most of the questions in this task focus on a speaker’s attitude 
or feelings. It is helpful to highlight or underline the words in 
the question that are connected with opinions or feelings so 
that you know what to listen for. 





Paper 3: Speaking 
•  What’s in the Speaking paper? 
•  The Cambridge English: PET Speaking test has four parts and 

you take it together with another candidate. There are two 
examiners. One of the examiners conducts the test, the 
interlocutor (asks you questions, gives you paper with things 
to talk about, and so on). The other examiner listens to what 
you say and takes notes. 

•  Summary 
•  Time allowed: 12 minutes per pair of candidates 
•  Number of parts: 4 
•  Marks: 25% of total 
•  You have to talk with: the examiner, with the other candidate 

and on your own 



Paper 3 - Speaking  

• Part 1 - Interview 
• What’s in part 1? Each candidate interacts with 
the interlocutor. The interlocutor asks the 
candidates questions in turn, using standardised 
questions. 
• What’s the focus of this part? Giving information 
of a factual, personal kind. The candidates 
respond to questions about present 
circumstances, past experiences and future plans. 
• How long do I have to speak? 2-3 minutes 



Paper 3 – Speaking 
Assessment  

• Throughout the test, candidates are assessed on their 
language skills, not their personality, intelligence, good 
looks or knowledge of the world. They must, however, be 
prepared to develop the conversation, where appropriate, 
and respond to the tasks set. Prepared speeches are not 
acceptable. 
 
• Candidates are assessed on their own individual 
performance and not in relation to each other. 
 
• Both examiners assess the candidates according to the 
criteria which are interpreted at PET level. 



Paper 3 – Speaking 
Assessment  

Grammar and vocabulary 
 

• This scale refers to the accurate and appropriate use of 
grammatical forms and vocabulary.  
• It also includes the range of both grammatical forms and 
vocabulary.  
• Performance is viewed in terms of the overall 
effectiveness of the language used in dealing with the 
tasks. 



Paper 3 – Speaking 
Assessment  

Pronunciation 
 

• This scale refers to the candidate’s ability to produce 
comprehensible utterances to fulfil the task requirements. 
• This includes stress, rhythm and intonation, as well as 
individual sounds. 
•  Examiners put themselves in the position of the non-
language specialist and assess the overall impact of the 
pronunciation and the degree of effort required to 
understand the candidate. 



Paper 3 – Speaking 
Assessment  

Discourse management 
 

• This scale refers to the coherence, extent and relevance 
of each candidate’s individual contribution.  
• On this scale the candidate’s ability to maintain a 
coherent flow of language is assessed, either within a 
single utterance or over a string of utterances.  
• Also assessed here is how relevant the contributions are 
to what has gone before. 



Paper 3 – Speaking 
Assessment  

Interactive communication 
 

• This scale refers to the candidate’s ability to use language 
to achieve meaningful communication.  
• This includes initiating and responding without undue 
hesitation, the ability to use interactive strategies to 
maintain or repair communication, and sensitivity to the 
norms of turn-taking. 



Paper 3 – Speaking 
Assessment  

Global achievement 
 

• This scale refers to the candidate’s overall effectiveness 
in dealing with the tasks in the four separate parts of the 
PET Speaking test.  
• The global mark is an independent impression mark 
which reflects the assessment of the candidate’s 
performance from the interlocutor’s perspective. 
. 



Part 1 - Interview 
Candidates can expect a variety of questions, some of which will 
require short answers, and some requiring longer answers about their 
present circumstances, past experiences and their future plans, such 
as: 

 

Tell us what you did yesterday evening / last weekend. 

What books / magazines do you enjoy reading? 

Do you enjoy studying English? 

Do you think English will be useful for you in the future? 

What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 



Paper 3 - Speaking  

• Part 2 – Simulated Situation 
• What’s in part 2? Candidates interact with each 
other. Visual stimulus is given to the candidates to 
aid the discussion task. The interlocutor sets up 
the activity using a standardised rubric. 
What’s the focus of this part? Using functional 
language to make and respond to suggestions, 
discuss alternatives, make recommendations and 
negotiate agreement. 
How long do I have to speak? 2-3 minutes  



Paper 3 - Speaking  

• Part 3 – Extended Turn 
• What’s in part 3? A colour photograph is given to 
each candidate in turn and they are asked to talk 
about it for approximately a minute. Both 
photographs relate to the same topic. 
• What’s the focus of this part? Describing 
photographs and managing discourse, using 
appropriate vocabulary, in a longer turn. 
• How long do I have to speak? 3 minutes 



Paper 3 - Speaking  

• Part 4 – General conversation 
• What’s in part 4? Candidates interact with each 
other. The topic of the conversation develops the 
theme established in Part 3. The interlocutor sets 
up the activity using a standardised rubric.  
• What’s the focus of this part? The candidates talk 
together about their opinions, likes / dislikes, 
preferences, experiences, habits, etc. 
• How long do I have to speak? 3 minutes 



Marks and Results 
The final mark a candidate receives in PET is an aggregate of the marks 
obtained in each of the three papers (Reading and Writing, Listening, and 
Speaking). There is no minimum pass mark for individual papers. Each skill: 
Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking carries equal weighting, providing 
25% of the total marks each. 

Candidates are issued with statement of results approximately 5-6 weeks after 
the examination has been taken. 

These include the grade awarded  and a graphical display of the candidates 
performance in each paper (shown against the scale Exceptional- Good- 
Borderline- Weak). 

A pass mark in the whole test is approximately 70% of all the available marks 
over the three papers, Reading & Writing, Listening and Speaking. A 'Pass 
with Merit' is approximately 85% of the total marks, while a ‘Pass with 
Distinction’ is approximately 90% of the total mark.  






